
About the Risk Profile Questionnaire
There are several aspects to investment risk, how you feel about risk, how much risk you can afford to, or 

wish to take and the risk of not meeting a particular goal or objective. In order to establish your attitude to 

risk, we ask you to complete this Risk Profiler Questionnaire. The profiler involves a questionnaire to assess 

how you feel about risk, together with a description of different asset classes and finally, the typical makeup 

and objectives of our own risk rated portfolios. All designed to help you judge whether you are comfortable 

with the potential gains and losses from selecting a particular level of risk.

The Questions
The questions have been designed by Oxford Risk who are specialists in psychometric testing and risk 

profiling. The questions have been designed to elicit an emotional response to risk rather than a pure 

factual one. None of your responses will have a direct bearing on the particular funds or products that may 

be recommended to you but will be used as a basis for discussion and agreement regarding your final risk 

profile on which recommendations will be based.

Instructions

1. Complete the questionnaire. It is important that you do so honestly, bearing in mind the questions relate 

to you generally rather than the particular investment you are considering. Your views about the particular 

investments you are considering will be taken into account in a later step. If you are in a financially 

dependent or interdependent relationship, both parties will be asked to complete the Questionnaire.

2. Once you have completed the Questionnaire, we will assess this using a scoring system to gain an initial 

attitude to risk profile.

3. We will discuss your investment aims and objectives, current experience and existing holdings with you 

and their relevance to the description suggested by your score. If you regard the output of the risk profile 

unacceptable to you, we will hold further discussions and look at alternative levels of risk until you find a 

level that you are comfortable with. 

4. Before deciding on a final attitude to risk profile we will consider the term over which you wish to invest, 

the importance of the investment you are making in your overall financial circumstances and whether you 

can afford a sustained period of losses.

5. If you and your partner are both completing the questionnaire, you do not need to agree with each other 

regarding a final attitude to risk profile.

6. It may be that you are making multiple investments, possibly for different purposes. If so, you may wish 

to adopt a different risk profile for each investment. If this is the case, we can discuss and determine your 

specific requirements together to ensure we agree an appropriate level. We will also discuss timescales, 

liquidity requirements and capacity for loss as part of your objectives.
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I would be willing to 

risk a percentage of my 

income/capital in order to 

get a good return on an 

investment.

To achieve high returns, it is 

necessary to choose high-

risk investments.

When I am faced with a 

financial decision I am 

generally more concerned 

about the possible losses 

than the probable gains.

I would rather know that I 

was getting a guaranteed 

rate of return than be 

uncertain about my 

investments.

Compared to the average 

person, I take lower  

financial risks.
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I would rather put my 

money in a bank account 

than invest in shares.

I do not feel comfortable 

with financial uncertainty.

I would accept potential 

losses in order to pursue 

long term investment 

growth.

Taking financial risks is 

important to me.

I would be happy 

investing a large  

proportion of my  

income/capital in a 

high-risk investment.
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Investment Timeframe

When do you intend to use the invested money?

Short term (0-5 years)

Medium term (5-10 years)

Long term (10+ years)

No fixed term

Your Capacity for Loss

How much of this investment could you stand to lose without having 

a significant impact on your future standard of living?

None or very limited losses (0-5%)

Small/medium losses could be tolerated

Large losses would have a low impact on future lifestyle

Investment Liquidity

If you needed sudden access to a lump sum, how likely is it that you 

would need to encash this investment?

I have other savings and investments which I can use for most needs

I may need this investment if I needed access to a significant amount of money

I would almost certainly need access to this investment

Income  

Do you require income from your investment?

Yes

No

Ethical Consideration 

Would you like to take environmental, social, ethical or religious 

issues into account when looking at where you might invest?

Yes

No

Please note that the following items do not affect the outcome 
of the risk profiling questionnaire, but are designed to gain a more 
comprehensive understanding of your views and circumstances.
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Notes

Our Risk Profile Descriptions

10-17 Cash and Low Risk 
Your key objective is long term capital preservation rather than 

appreciation. Currently, there is a high chance that inflation will 

erode the real value of your capital.

18-22 Cautious  
Your key objective is long term capital preservation rather than 

appreciation. There is a risk that inflation might reduce future 

investment values.

23-27 Moderately Cautious  
Your key objective is capital preservation. You are willing to accept 

some short term volatility in order to achieve slightly higher returns.

28-32 Balanced 
Your key objective is long term capital appreciation combined with 

capital preservation. You are willing to accept some short term 

volatility in order to achieve slightly higher returns.

33-37 Moderately Adventurous 
Your key objective is long term capital appreciation combined with 

capital preservation. You are willing to accept increased short term 

volatility in order to increase the chance of higher returns.

38-42 Adventurous 
Your key objective is long term capital appreciation. You are willing 

to accept high levels of short term volatility in order to increase the 

chance of higher returns.

43-50 Specialist 
Your key objective is long term capital appreciation. You are willing 

to accept very high levels of short term volatility in order to increase 

the chance of higher returns.

I/We confirm that I/we have completed this questionnaire 

of my/our own accord and I/we have discussed the outcome 

with my/our adviser.

Name(s):

Signature(s):

Date:

Client 1 Total

Client 1 Client 2

Client 2 Total
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Our Investment strategy
Most investments are made into one (or more) of four differing asset classes – Cash, Fixed Interest, Property and Equities. 

We have taken the decision to merge our involvement in the Cash and Property classes into a sector which we call Multi-

asset as this affords the ability to balance and diversify our portfolios more effectively.

Fixed Interest

Multi-asset

UK & Global 
Equities 

these are loans to companies or Governments. You typically access these by investing into a ‘Corporate Bond’ 

or a ‘Gilt’ investment fund.

typically a combination of asset classes such as Cash, Fixed Interest, Property, Equities and Commodities. The 

Multi-asset class investment will certainly contain more than one asset class, thus creating a group or portfolio 

of assets. The weights and selection of these asset classes will vary according to our and the fund managers’ 

views of markets.

more commonly known as ‘shares’. You might own shares directly by buying them through a Stockbroker, 

inheriting them or through various schemes run by Employers. Alternatively, many people invest into shares 

through investment funds that contain shares.
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Typical Model Portfolios
Cautious 
Portfolio

Moderately  
Cautious  
Portfolio

Balanced 
Portfolio

Moderately 
Adventurous 
Portfolio

Adventurous 
Portfolio

Ethical & 
Environmental 
Portfolio

Income 
Portfolio

Fixed Interest 45
Multi-Asset 20 
UK Equity   25
Global Equity 10

Fixed Interest 40
Multi-Asset 15  
UK Equity 25
Global Equity 20

Fixed Interest 25
Multi-Asset 20 
UK Equity 35
Global Equity 20

Fixed Interest 20
Multi-Asset 15 
UK Equity   30
Global Equity 35

Fixed Interest 5
Multi-Asset 10 
UK Equity  35
Global Equity 50

Fixed Interest 40
Multi-Asset 5 
UK Equity 40
Global Equity 15

Fixed Interest 50
Multi-Asset 20 
UK Equity 10
Global Equity 20

A Cautious portfolio will have a low equity content focused on the UK, balanced 
with cash and fixed interest investments.

A Moderately Cautious portfolio will have a low to medium equity content 
focusing on the UK, balanced with fixed interest investment providing prospects for 
capital growth.

A Balanced portfolio will have a medium equity content focusing on the UK, 
balanced with fixed interest investment providing good prospects for capital 
growth.

A Moderately Adventurous portfolio will have a medium UK equity content 
combined with global equities and other asset classes to provide diversification and 
good prospects for capital growth.

An Adventurous portfolio will have a medium to high UK equity content combined 
with global equities and other asset classes to provide diversification.

An Ethical & Environmental portfolio will have a medium equity content focusing 
on the UK, balanced with fixed interest investment providing good prospects for 
capital growth. Ethical criteria include using positive and negative screening to avoid 
investment in companies associated with certain areas. 

An Income portfolio will have a low to medium equity content combined with a 
larger weighting toward fixed interest securities. This combination provides good 
prospects for delivering a sustainable income with some potential for long term 
capital growth.

Please be aware that these Portfolios are for guidance purposes only. Individual recommendations will reflect your specific requirements and market 
conditions at time of our final recommendation. Any advice provided is based upon information supplied by you. Our recommendations cannot take 
into account information not disclosed at the time.

V1 Sept 2013


